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HOUSE CONTACT DETAILS 

Lairthwaite Boarding House 
Vicarage Hill 
Keswick 
Cumbria 
CA12 5QD 
UK 
 
Landline (to contact staff on duty & boarders) +44 017687 72952 
 
School Office +44 017687 72605 
 
Mobile (for travel issues - 24hours before and after holidays) 0753 1580015 
 
Head of Boarding (Mr Jackson):     simonjackson@keswick.cumbria.sch.uk 
 
Boarding Development Manager (Mrs Pepper):  sallypepper@keswick.cumbria.sch.uk 
 
Head of House (Ms Tuckwell):     lbh@keswick.cumbria.sch.uk 
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WELCOME 

We have a unique and wonderful setting and offer a superb education, which is evident in our outstanding 

examination results and inspection reports. Life in the boarding house encourages good relationships, of-

fers a wide range of opportunities and at the same time stimulates individual development. Our staff offer a 

wide range of skills that encourages pupils to experience the challenges of self-reliance and at the same 

time prepare them for their choice of career. When boarders leave, we hope they will be more confident, 

highly organised and successful independent learners capable of overcoming any challenges they may face 

in the future. We work in partnership with them to help reach this goal. 

Situated in the heart of the Lake District National Park, a Unesco World Heritage site, Lairthwaite House 

has a superb outlook over the valley towards Grisedale Pike and Whinlatter Forest. There are extensive 

grounds with excellent sports facilities, which the boarders use daily. Lairthwaite House is situated in the 

grounds of the school and is only a ten minute walk from the centre of Keswick. We feel that our pupils 

have a wonderful opportunity to experience education in its truest sense.  

We hope that boarders enjoy their time here at Lairthwaite House and that their friendships and learning 
gained will remain with them throughout their lives. 

ά{ǘŀũ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ Ƴȅ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ Φέ  hŦǎǘŜŘ нлнп 

Meet the Team 

Venus & Freyja our Canine Counsellors.  

Venus also known as "The Blonde Bombshell" and Freyja, the pup, 

are our golden retrievers who are the heart and soul of the house. 

They welcome everyone into the house enthusiastically, tails wag-

ging, and looking for a cuddle. Snacks are their absolute favourite 

thing in the world, followed by a very close second - tennis balls, and 

an even closer third - tummy rubs! They spend their days in the Com-

mon Room cheering everyone up and they are a central part of our 

House Wellbeing. If they are not in the Common Room, boarders, 

please feel free to come by Ms Tuckwell's Office and pet them or take 

them for a walk. 

Ms Kimberly Tuckwell, Head of House.  

Ms Tuckwell is still new to Keswick, but she fell in love with 

the Lake District a few years ago when she had the chance to 

visit. She has lived and worked in Canada, Germany, and the 

UK over the years as an expatriate Canadian, but she has be-

come a British Citizen and has decided to settle down here in 

Keswick, one of the prettiest places on earth. She lives with 

her partner, Phil Bickerton, who works for Dao Superbikes 

and M-Sport and who formerly worked for Williams F1. If 

you are a race fan, drop by for a chat when he is about. Ms 

Tuckwell and Mr B have two beautiful rescue cats, Bob & 

Marley, who you can often see in the Catio on the balcony. 

They live in the house all year and we will do everything they 

can to make this your home away from home. Ms Tuckwell's 

office door is always open, so please feel free to drop by any-

time to catch up. 
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Mr Iain Wilkinson 

Mr Wilkinson, our Weekend Coordinator, is our resident House Par-

ent who lives in the Boarding House Annexe. He is on duty some 

school mornings, ready to help everyone be up and organised for the 

day. He is also on duty one evening a week to help with homework 

during Prep. He is a great listener and is always available for a chat. 

As the Weekend Coordinator, he is on duty Saturdays and he ar-

ranges all our amazing weekend activities as well as driving and ac-

companying the boarders on our outings. Mr Wilkinson is a guitar 

teacher in addition to being an avid runner, swimmer,  and cyclist 

who loves the great outdoors! 

Non-Resident Staff 

Mr Simon Jackson  

Mr Jackson is the Head of Boarding and 

also the Head Teacher. He lives nearby 

and visits Lairthwaite House regularly. He 

often joins us for breakfast where he has 

an opportunity to catch up with the board-

ers as well as the house team. He is an av-

id and competitive chess player and will 

always welcome taking on a worthy oppo-

nent in the Common Room. 
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Miss Savannah Robinson 

Miss Robinson is our Deputy Head of House. She is a friendly 

and approachable individual and she is a great listener with 

whom you can share your worries or concerns. She is also the 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead in Lairthwaite House.  

Miss Robinson oversees Prep and she is our academic link with 

school. If you feel the need for academic support, just let Miss 

Robinson know and she will help you and your family make 

arrangements. 

She is a keen traveller and has been all over the world with 

many a tale to tell from the places she has been. She loves the 

outdoors, animals, riddles, and chocolate. 
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House Parents 

Mrs Helen Doolin 

Mrs Doolin always knows everyoneôs sporting fixtures and training schedules 

for the weekend. After catering for us in the canteen for several years she 

moved down to work in the house nine years ago and is a brilliant cook. She 

has a great sense of humour and can always manage to help our boarders see 

the lighter side of life, even during stressful and challenging situations. 

Mrs Doolin is on duty one night a week during the school week and on Satur-

day afternoons, evening, and Sunday mornings. If you need a pep talk and 

some good common sense, find Mrs Doolin and she will surely be able to 

help. 

Mrs Tina Appleby 

Mrs Appleby is on duty three nights a week and often ac-

companies boarders on weekend outdoor activities. She 

was a Scout leader and an ex-pupil of Keswick School, as 

are many of our staff. Mrs Appleby is an avid open-water 

swimmer who swims in the local lakes all year around.  

She is also a wonderful artist. Her bright and cheery smile 

always brightens the space when she walks into a room. 

She loves animals and is passionate about hedgehogs. 

Mrs Marion Baker 

Mrs Baker helps cover Prep one night per week and she is also present in 

the house one afternoon per week to help any of our boarders with EAL 

needs they may have. 

Mrs Baker loves to travel and is passionate about walking and waterfalls. 

She is also a keen singer and as such is a member of the Keswick Choral 

Society. 

Mrs Una Cowper 

Mrs Cowper is on duty in house some evenings and also on Sunday afternoons. 

She has a great sense of humour and is able to lighten the mood with her light-

hearted outlook.  

Mrs Cowper is a true sportswoman who loves basketball, tennis, and dance in 

all its various forms. She can often be found taking part in a Just Dance  activi-

ty on the Wii with our boarders. 

Her little jug (Jack Russell/pug), Matilda Rose, is the light of her life and con-

stant companion. 
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Mrs Sal Pepper 

Mrs Pepper is the Boarding Development Manager 

and is available in school during the school day. She 

is an ex-pupil, membership secretary for Keswick 

Rugby Club and has excellent local knowledge. Mrs 

Pepper deals with all new enquiries about boarding 

and arranges visits for potential pupils. 

Mr Joe Pepper (Mr Joe) 

Mr Joe Pepper is our assistant site manager who 

keeps on top of our day-to-day repairs in and around 

the house. As well as checking all our electrical 

goods for safety, painting, mending and overseeing 

any contractors who need to visit, he drives the mini-

bus and sometimes takes boarders on activities and 

helps with transport to and from Penrith station and 

the local airports. 

Mr Shaun Singleton 

Mr Singleton one of Lairthwaite Boarding Houseôs newer members of staff. 
He is the Medical Officer in school during the day where you will find him 
assisting in lots of different ways.  

He is on duty in the boarding house two nights a week helping with home-
work and activities. He is great at mathematics, so if you need some help, 
feel free to ask him for assistance. 

Mr Singleton has a fantastic sense of humour and a really grounded outlook 
on life. If you are looking for some advice, he will always make time to lis-
ten.  
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Mrs Andrea Fell 

Mrs Fell is one of our House Parents who helps 
with SEN in the house during Prep. She is a warm 
and approachable individual whose gentle nature 
makes her very easy to talk to. 

Mrs Fell sometimes joins us on weekend activities 
where our boarders get an opportunity to spend 
more time with her. 

She loves animals and has a real soft spot for dogs 
and alpacas. Mrs Fell is, like Mrs Appleby, an all 
year around open-water swimmer who braves the 
lakes summer or winter 
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Day House Parents 

Mrs Tina Cockbain 

Mrs Cockbain is the Senior Day House Parent who works in the house 

during the school day, Monday to Friday. She not only keeps on top of 

our laundry and housekeeping, as well as taking care of anyone who is ill 

during the school day, but she helps to manage the REACH Duty Re-

ports. Mrs Cockbain is a friendly and sensitive presence on the girlsô 

floor in whom the girls can confide. 

Mrs Gillian Bragg  

Mrs Bragg works three days a week, during the school day, in the 

house, ensuring everything is spotlessly clean and tidy when the board-

ers arrive back from school. She is a beacon of light who always has a 

smile on her face. She helps to care of any ill boarders during the day 

and is an approachable maternal figure in the house. 

Mrs Trudie Stephenson 

Mrs Stephenson is a member of the house day team and works alongside 

Mrs Cockbain and Mrs Bragg. She ensures that the boysô floor is always 

shipshape and is a supportive and friendly face to talk to whenever any 

of our boarders are feeling a bit low or homesick. In addition to looking 

after both the house and anyone who is unwell during the school day, 

she also cleans at both Crosthwaite Music Centre and at Main School. 

�$�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���E�R�D�U�G�H�U�V���Z�K�L�O�V�W���R�Q���G�X�W�\�����+�R�X�V�H���3�D�U�H�Q�W�V���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G�H�U�V���W�R���G�R�F�W�R�U�V����
�G�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�H�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�����7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���V�O�H�H�S���R�Y�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J���K�R�X�V�H��
�D�Q�G���D�U�H���R�Q-�F�D�O�O���I�R�U���S�X�S�L�O�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���L�O�O���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W�����,�I���S�X�S�L�O�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R���P�L�V�V���V�F�K�R�R�O���G�X�H���W�R���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V���R�U���D�U�H��
�R�Q���V�W�X�G�\���O�H�D�Y�H�����W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���L�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�O�O�\���V�W�D�I�I�H�G���D�Q�G���S�X�S�L�O�V���D�U�H���F�D�U�H�G���I�R�U�����$�O�O���R�X�U���V�W�D�I�I���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�U�D�L�Q�H�G��
�L�Q���)�L�U�V�W���$�L�G�����D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J�����:�K�L�O�H���R�Q���G�X�W�\���D�O�O���R�X�U���+�R�X�V�H���3�D�U�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H��
�H�D�V�L�O�\���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���E�R�D�U�G�H�U�V���I�R�U���D���F�K�D�W�����D�G�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� 

ά{ǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎΦέ hŦǎǘŜŘ нлнп  


